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Divine Discourse

The moon is the presiding deity for the mind. Today, it is Poornima
(full moon day). What does Poornima signify? It means the
completion of the full circle by returning to the starting point. One
half of the circle is represented by worldly life. It is like the letter "C".
This is equated with science, which is incomplete knowledge. The full
circle represented by the moon represents the state of the mind when
it is filled with Love. Guru Poornima is observed today. Gu means
darkness and Ru means dispelling. Guru means one who dispels
darkness. Guru Poornima is the day on which one celebrates the
dispersal of the darkness of ignorance from the mind. Hence, people
should fill their minds with the all-embracing Love Principle. To
experience the fullness of Love, you have to fill your hearts completely
with Love. That will be the result of total devotion.

Sri Sathya Sai Speaks V27:Ch21, Divine Discourse July 22, 1994
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The bird with you,

the wings with Me
The foot with you,

way with Me;
The eye with you

the form with Me:
The thing with you,

the dream with Me
So are we free,

so are we bound:

So we begin and so we end,;
You in Me and I in you.
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Aum Sri Sairam

With Bhagawan's bountiful blessings, the third bi annual issue of
Dibya Sparsha is getting released on this auspicious Guru Poornima.
Following His Divine Footprints we have to sail and cross the ocean of
Samsara. Swami terms it as Dustara Bhabasagara. In order to remove the
obstacles that distract us and prolong our divine journey, we need to
remember just two things, not even an iota more. These two are canstant
utterance of His name and following His footprints i e His directions His
advise and His actions.

Many Sadhakas feel that to attain Godhead one has to first shed his
negative qualities and then only God can be realised. But this is not a
right perception according to our Bhagawan. Swami out of His infinite
compassion has made this very simple for all.

Let us understand this.

Now we all know that the Highway to God has two sides, namely
detachment from the world and attachment to God. But howsoever we
try, the frickle mind ( Chanchalam Hi Manah Krushna ) wont let us
achieve complete detatchment and thereby our focus on God will not be
cinstant and consistent. On the other hand If we prefer the second i.e
attachment to God, then our lives will be filled with divine bliss. We
derive nectarine joy by singing His Glory (Bhajan) and participating in
His work (Seva). Our heart expands to love all and serve all. We are fiiled
with Rasa (juice) like a ripe fruit (Janana). What happens when a fruit is
ripen? It smoothly gets detatched from the branch that held it for so
long. Similarly when with deep attachment to Our Lord we become one
with Him, we get automatically detatched from the world and merge
with Him (Real detatchment is deep attachment to God).
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How simple isn't it?

This third edition of Dibya Sparsha has its theme 'Tasmat Jagarata
Jagrata' meaning ' 'therefore always be careful'. Our Swami says the
ABC of life is Always be Careful. What is that we should all be careful
about. To me, I should always be careful to all the vagaries, attractions,
repulses that take me away from my Lord. I should be careful that
nothing in this world facinates me except Him and if anything facinates
me then it Has my Lord in it.

Therefore we need not worry that we are too little for this broad
highway. Just hold on to Him and handover to Him. Rest will be the best.
Bowing before His Lotus Feet.

Sj. Narayan Prasad Sar
State President, SSSSO, Odisha
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Offering

Modest Submission...

The sublime call of the Sri Sathya Sai Suprabhatam is “Uttistha...
Uttistha... Uttistha... Utistha... and Uttistha...”. All of us must be chanting
it every morning. Every day with much emphasis on “Uttistha” it calls us
to wide awake. As per Bhagavat Geeta, the embodied soul enjoys the
objects of the senses using ears, eyes, skin, tongue, and nose -

$hrotram’ chakshuh sparshanam cha rasanam ghranam eva cha
adhishthaya manash chayam vishayan upasevate

These five indriyas tie us with the objects of the senses and put us in
a state of sleeping. That’s why Suprabhatam awakes our Panch-Indriyas
uttering “Uttistha Panchaka” every morning. Due to the attachment of
indriyas with sense objects, Shada-Ripus within us gets enough strength
to steadily become strong enough which lead us to the “Sadaasupta
Abastha”. Keeping this in mind, Adi Shankar was telling this aphorism
as:

Kamascha Krodhascha Lobhascha
Dehe Tishtathi Taskara
Jnana Ratnapaharaya

Tasmath Jagratha Jagratha

Reiterating Adi Shankar’s aphorism, this issue of Divyasparsha has
kept before us the challenges of awakening our mind by constant
hammering it with Jagratha Jagratha.... like the night watchman who
used to keep a
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gong and bang on it frequently with a padded hammer and produce a
resounding tone to protect the king’s palace from thieves and robbers. While
banging on the gong, he used to utter loudly Jagratha Jagratha....

His objective was also to keep himself awake.

So to keep ourselves awake, Divyasparsha is banging on the gong which
is silently speaking to our mind Tasmath Jagratha Jagratha... It is
Divyasparsha’s modest submission before all of us. Let’s listen to its Voice....

Sj. Amiya Ranjan Kanungo
State Education Coordinator (G)
SSSSO, Odisha
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Ashirbachana

Arise — Awake!

This is the prime mantra of Life. But this awakening has always
remained a silent unfoldment of the Divine will to manifest as the
panorama of creation, endowed with diversity, multiplicity and
differences gets to embracing all in the unseen and unbroken bond of
Love.

When we love in tune with its rhythm, we experiment with harmony
and well- being.

Harvard school of scientists find spending time in nature lowers our
Cortisol level, the stress- exacerbating hormone.

Nature helps cognitive development in children and a childhood access
to nature strengthens thecognitive health of people above 70 years and
more. Daily nature access can yield a 17 percent lower risk of behavioral
problems.

Scientists researching on the Japanese practice of "Shinrin- Yoku" or

forest bathing-walking through woods, looking, touching and smelling
leaves, barks, and flowers - find this bestows 12.4 percent lower Cortisol
and a 5.8 percent lower heart rate.
Researchers report that spending just two hours a week in nature can
significantly improve human's sense of well-being apart from lowering
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, blood pressure and obesity. These
observable facts remind us of the lives of the rishis of yore who enjoyed
their being and becoming and awakened to the Voice of Truth and
graciously left for us words those are Truth. So, once we are awakened,
life flows in the path of wellbeing for all.
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But this invisible hand that drives this awakening, remains a mystery
because of its omnipresence and transcendence simultaneously.
"Isavasyopanishad" adores this awakening in the manthra tailantarasya
sarvasy tadu sarvasasya bahgufalt".

What does that mean?

He wills to play the game of hide and seek with each one of us and,
while trying to unsuccessfully catch Him, we too remain blissfully
engaged.I find contributions of articles to this wonderful magazine,
JagrataH... JagrataH to be like beautiful, sweet, and fragrant flowers that
will delight the hearts of readers with Joy that lies at the root of creation
as LOVE.

I pray to my Lord and my Divine Master Sri SathyaSai Baba to bless
it so that it touches millions of hearts. Loving Sairam

Er. Sachidananda Nayak
Bhubaneswar
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Conlenls- English

1 Tashmat Jagratha Jagratha

2 God is our only True Friend in
this Transient world

3 Thousand Mothers’ Love...

4 Tere Aangan Mein Main Kab Aaoon

5 God is only our True Friend
6 Reflections

7 He Prana Sakha Bhagwan

8 Awalkwith my Orange Buddy

9 ADivine Rhythm!
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English Seclion




Sri P. Satya Deep
Bangalore

"Auto play feature plays your game for you when you don’t touch
the control buttons” read the instructions in the settings page.

At the end of a hard-fought league round and a series of victories
where the level of difficulty increased from Easy - Hard to that of an
Expert, I had been tiring myself, my fingers and wrist hurt because of
the constant usage of the joystick. My stress levels had increased by the
time I had reached the finals.

I had this overbearing desire to finish and win the championship.
The reward was too tempting - “A coveted key to an exciting and
interesting round" read the message on the home page. Despite my mind
screaming for a much-needed break, I went ahead and clicked on the
"Continue" button and started the Finals." I have two more lives - I could
do this". Alas, within no time I was vanquished and left with just one
final chance to try and win the championship.

I only ended up being more stressed, I had to find a way to boost
my skills, plan a better strategy, spend time in training - I just had to do
something that would win me the championship. My search led me to
the settings page where I came across the "Auto play" feature and the
above message clarifying what it meant.

My mind devised a cunning thought - "what if I used this feature
- let the algorithm play against the algorithm at the challenging stages
while I take control at the more interesting stages of the level suiting my
strengths?" So powerful was the thought that it created a desire to try it
out even if that meant that I would have to sacrifice my progress so far.
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I settled down - prepared myself to not interfere and let the
gdame take control - even if the situation worsened, I decided to trust the
algorithm to know what needed to be done. I started the final level - held
back my desire to play, waited for the perfect opportunity to strike. Right
at the far end - the opportunity opened for me to strike and claim the
winning prize.

My joy knew no bounds, I had cleared the stage, and not to
mention - my fingers did not hurt anymore, nor was I as stressed as I
was when I was trying to control every aspect of that game myself.

A few things to note here

1.Just as Barbarika's head saw the entire Mahabharata war playing
out below him from a vantage point and just saw Krishna on both
sides,so also, if we disassociate ourselves and see the entire situation
playing out from a vantage point - we would see the big picture and
achieve the desired result

2.The control buttons are the bondages - the triggers that elicit a
behavioural response - the more we press on them, the more painful
and difficult the experience is. Instead, if we play the game in Auto
Mode - we will be detached and clear of the worldly bondage. The
bondage could be related to our need to win, come on top, and
satiate our inflated egos further.

3.Where is the fun in that? What is the use of playing the game then -
stressing on multiple aspects of the game piles up discontent -
instead, focusing on our strengths and aspects we wish to work on to
make life more interesting? The game is played to know what those
aspects are that we enjoy playing - last I heard that is why it is called
a game - its ultimate purpose is to Enjoy.

4.Whether it was the pain in my hands, the desire to win, the
disappointment of losing a chance, the fear of losing, the excitement
of the plan or the result- the one common thing about each of these

DIBYA SPARSHA |

31



feelings was their nature. They just came and went like the waves
that rise and fall and the currents that come and go. But just as every
wave that hits against the rocks, smoothens and shapes its edges, so
also with every experience our lives evolve - the edges get
smoothened and shaped nicely, and we become worthy for the next
round.

Thus, the effortless way to play the game of life:

1. Disassociate yourself - see the situation playing out from a vantage
point - Look at SAI in all.

2.Pay attention and be aware of the triggers that elicit an undesired
state in your mind - Relax the pressure you put on the controls of
your life's joystick - if you press the triggers too hard, they will
cause more pain and suffering for you.

3.Enhance awareness of your strengths, and the things you enjoy
doing. Do those more often,find ways in which you can have impact -
do that often

4.Every experience brings with it waves of emotions that rise and fall
and hit you hard - but each of those experiences shapes you as an
individual and help you evolve- In the end when you are faced with
the following options "Try Again" and "Quit" - choose the former and
ignore the latter.

Tashmat Jagratha Jagratha !
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God is our only True Friend
in this Transient World

Sri Narayan Sahoo
University of Minho, Portugal

Swami, as devotees lovingly call Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, in
his innumerable discourses, has many times described the nature of this
mortal world as “anityam asukham lokam”, meaning this world is
transient and full of misery. Swami would interestingly say that as every
shop and store has a billboard above it, similarly this is the billboard of
this world. In all Yugas the avatars too left this world after fulfilling the
purpose for which they had descended. In Treta Yuga, Hanuman was
inconsolable when Lord Sri Rama took Jal Samadhi, and,on his part, even
tried to reverse the direction of time.However, finally he had to accept
the departure of his master and verily his life. Similarly, in the Dwapara
Yuga, Arjun was feeling powerless and miserable after Sri Krishna left
this world and in Kali Yuga, Ananda, the chief disciple of Lord Buddha
also was in great agony and started weeping when Buddha declared
about his plan for Mahanirvana. To say the least, when our beloved
Swami left us all physically on April 24, 2011, devotees around the globe
were in shock and tears and experienced similar pain as Hanuman,
Arjun and Ananda after losing their masters.

Swami in his discourses always stressed how fragile and
unpredictable this human life is and used to say that “body is like a
water bubble” meaning the life force can leave our body any moment as
the water bubble is perishable after it is formed and has a very short and
unpredictable life. Swami had many times said “this body” (referring to
Himself) would also have to leave one day, therefore “don’t follow the
body, don’t follow the mind, follow the consciousness”. He would urge
devotees to go within their own self to discover and experience the
endless bliss.

Hence, realizing the impermanent nature of this world and fragility
of human life, we all must try to live always as if we are living
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our last day or last moment and must try to perfect all our actions, so
that they can be offered at the lotus feet of our Lord.

Since the time we are born, our attachment towards the world
keeps increasing and we are in the illusion as if everything that we see
and perceive through our senses are real. As our faith in the world and
attachment towards worldly relationships grows, we increasingly get
detached from God and Godly consciousness and hence fall prey to
worldly misery, pain and suffering. Swami in his discourses had always
said that everything in this world was like passing clouds. He used to say,
for example, before marriage who is husband and who is wife, before
birth who is son and who is father? Therefore, all the worldly
relationships we believe to be permanent are indeed transitory in
nature. Bhagwan Shankara in his most popular hymns Bhaja Govindam
also narrated the same as:

ka te kanta kaste putrah, samsaroayamativa vichitrah

kasya tvam va kuta ayatah, tatvam chintaya tadiha bhratah

Shankara asked mankind to ponder over our worldly relationships
and the source of our origin and the cycle of life and death. The same
teachings were taught again by our beloved Swami, Bhagwan Sri Sathya
Sai Baba during his avatarhood. We spend all our life without
contemplating upon God’s name and without getting connected to the
supreme soul and we end our life with worry and anxiety. Hence this
couplet, again from Bhaja Govindam, reminds us that we should try to
find the purpose of our life and don’t leave it to the end to contemplate
and realize the objective of human birth.

bala stavat kridasaktah, taruna stavat tarunisaktah

vrddha stavat-chintamagnah, parame brahmani koapi na lagnah
Swami during one of his talks to Western devotees asked devotees
to make friendship only with God. Swami said God was our only true
friend and he would always be with us and protect us as the eye lid
protects the eyes. Wherever we may be, wherever we may go, there is no
place where Swami can’t go. I have personally realized this, after coming
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to a foreign country to live. At times, when I feel dejected and feel let
down by others or going through a rough patch, I miss my family badly
and desperately wish to have their presence near me, to console me and
to take care of my situation. But, however strongly you may love your
family or vice versa, they can’t reach you everywhere and all the time.
However, Swami who is beyond time and space, is truly omnipresent and
can reach us at any place and any time if he wills it. Therefore, we must
make our best effort to cement our friendship with Swami all the time.
Swami during many of his discourses has said that worldly friends are
near and dear to you as long as you have wealth and power with you.
Once you lose your position, your friends would also distance themselves
from you. Swami always used to say, he was not like that (worldly
friends); rather he assured us that he would always be with us, within
us, above us, below us, guarding us and guiding us. We may at times
forget him but God never leaves our hand, he always helps us, guides us
and guards us in our troubles and hardships. Hence, we call our beloved
Swami as Aapadh Baandhava as he always rescues us from adversity and
calamity in our life.

Our former and most respected and popular prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayeeji was an ardent devotee of Swami. This is well known to
many. Long before he was crowned as the prime minister of India, he
took refuge in Swami and wanted to learn the dharma of politics from
Swami. Throughout his life, Vajpayeeji as a loyal devotee, stayed close to
Swami. After his retirement from active politics, he was going through
deteriorating health condition and suffered from a stroke which led to
impairment of his speech. He was living a life of solitude far from chaos
and crowd at his residence in New Delhi. Swami who always loves his
devotees and takes care of them even when no one cares, visited
Vajapyeeji at his residence in 2010 during his visit to New Delhi. Swami
even told Vajapyeeji that when he was in power, he was surrounded by
ministers, officers and country heads. However, now when he was not in
power, nobody was around, but Swami was with him!

DIBYA SPARSHA |

35



This episode teaches us that it is only God who is our true friend
and he always loves us and protects us when no one cares for us.It is
Swami who will come to hold our hand and rescue us, and therefore we
should always strive to make friendship with Swami, as he is our only
true friend.

Swami always emphasized on giving first priority to God in one’s life
and secondly to the world and the self should be last in priority.He
would often narrate the story of the Pandavas and the Kauravas.He
would say since the Pandavas gave Krishna the first place in their life, He
was alwayswith them through thick and thin; He was with them in
palace as well as in the forest. However, since the Kaurvas gave first
priority to themselves (ego), this world came next for them and God was
their last priority, they suffered from adharma (unrighteous act) and
faced torturous deathin the end.

Therefore, all our efforts and actions should be for pleasing Swami
and we must make every effort to make him our friend; only by his
mercy and grace will we be able to sail over the ocean of life. In this
transient world, he is the only constant source of love and bliss; the day
he steps into our life all our suffering would cease to exist.
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Ms Sai Gayatri Sahoo
Nalconagar, Angul

Your love is more than a thousand mothers’ love, was that really true?
The question lingered in my mind, and time just flew

Days passed by, me trying to cope with the flow

Lesser I knew that she never forgot, and I was going to get a blow

And here, it was, a special day I knew

Some life- changing events happened, leaving me feeling blue

When I look now, it was a small thing; but then, it mattered to me a lot
But a better plan was waiting to strengthen the knot.

And, again I heard, not even a blade of grassmoves without her wish
And I thought of the ways for Justice

I blamed it on her, heartbroken I was

I really didn’t know where lay the cause

As I decided, I detached myself from her

I stopped looking at her pictures, as they were a blur

A month passed by, merely I could know

I felt without her, I was able to grow.

Communication, contact, attachment- everything was lost
Still I had a wish that SHE should have fought

One night I was sleeping, SHE came in my dream

Called me directly to interview room, felt like honey on cream
Yet again got those flashbacks, and started ignoring her
Inside the interview room, that is what I prefer

My heart was broken, eyes werea-swell

Anger and envy burst into tears, ringing the bell.
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Waking up like a kid, I was surprised

How could SHE come in my dream, when our relationship was bruised?
Then I realised, I was filled with anger for the whole month

Was my anger so pure, I was in her front?

And, if she perceives this anger to be so pure

That in the interview room SHE made me feel so dear

Her eyes, her speech, her heart, were all full of love

Now I realised, HER love is more than a thousand mothers’ love!
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Tere Aangan Mein Main -
Kab Aaoon..

Sri Mrutyunjay Dash
Bhubaneswar

What a fortunate time it was! Having a healthy breakfast of veggie
oats with my landlords (Parents, whose rent I can’t repay in this lifetime
though), that too on a Sunday morning. Soon I'm going to miss this
experience, as the official announcement is sitting in my inbox and
taunting me to return to my base location - Mumbai. Coming back to the
breakfast table, we three of us continued to chitchat, reminisce about
those good old days, those initial days of listening to bhajans by inserting
cassettes and if we wanted to listen to one of those favourite pieces
specifically, we had to press the ‘rewind’ or ‘forward’ button available on
the tape recorder. Sometimes when those forward or reverse buttons got
stuck, pen and pencil came to the rescue to manually turn those
magnetic strips. One bhajan led to the other and the mind got stuck with
this bhajan melodiously sung by Brother Ajnish.

Lyrics: Maa, Mere Sai, Tere Aangan Mein Main Kab Aaoon (2)
Kabse Tarsa Yeh Mera Man, Paas Tere Kab Aaoon (Maa Mere Sai...)
Yeh Zindagi Tere Liye Thi, Tere Liye Hi Rahegi (2)

Humaara Jeevan Tera Darshan, Bin Tere Kyaa Hoga

Maa Mere Sai.... Kabse Tarsa.... (High) (Maa Mere Sai...)

Bin Tere Yeh Zindagi, Sooni Sooni Laage (2)

Pal Bhi Nahin Beeta Hai, Din Ko Kya Bitaayen

Dhadkan Yeh Kehti Toofanse Aankhen Nahin Dikhaati

Aaja Mere Sai Pyaare, Tujh Bin Raha Na Jaata (Maa Mere Sai...)

These eyes have been searching for 6E 799 on FIDS (flight
information display system). At 7:15pm, Indigo 6E 799 took off from
Mumbai Airport and landed at Bengaluru airport. I was accompanied by
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https://youtu.be/u39K6YNy9HU

another Sai brother and his experience helped us to get a room outside
the Ashram beside Ram Lakshman gate.

The curtailed sleep helped me to witness the morning Abhishekam
of Saiswara Lingam placed inside Mandir. After morning bhajans, I saw
WhatsApp photos of Shiva statue shared by the Sai brother with whom I
was sharing the room. These hints were enough for me to quickly join
and participate in the morning puja at Swami’s birthplace. Nonstop
bhajans, Ekadasha Rudram near Krishna Statue, sleepy eyes looking out
for hot tea or coffee inside South Indian Canteen, delicious hot prasad
served on dried Sal leaves - enough to summarize that auspicious day
dated 21 Feb 2020. It’s been two years now, Tere Aangan Mein Main Kab
Aaoon.

As the tears naturally entered the scene, I was reminded of a
similar incident when I got deprived of something very endearing. Yes, it
is a decade- old story that occurred in 2010. Being an active seva dal
volunteer of my Samiti (Cuttack Samiti), getting nominated for the Yajur
Mandir seva cohort was a moment to cherish for any first timer of
Prashanti seva. It was like scoring a maiden century on debut. Sooner or
later, everyone including me realizes that the coin has two sides. Post
31st August 2010, I had to travel to Hyderabad and Chennai and my life
became like that fish out of water during those initial months there. So
was the pain for me during the last few months during this ongoing
decade. But sometimes, we win the toss and we get a chance to choose.
Lo and behold, I got a new year gift in the form of this message from one
of my SSSIHL teachers - ‘Btw advance reservation for a BA guest lecture
for this batch in Feb end - March timeframe.” Now coming specifically to
this line -'Bin Tere Yeh Zindagi, Sooni Sooni Laage’, it’s not limited to
those physical eyes lost in HIS Divine form or HIS darshan, it is very
much applicable to those thoughts of HIM crisscrossing in our mind for
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a few countable seconds of daily allotted limit of 86400, to those ears
eager to hear HIS voice, HIS message and HIS glory shared in form of
discourses /satsangs, to that pining heart ever looking for the
opportunity to serve HIM through HIS humanity- the list can go on and
on and on. That Lo and behold moment fructified yesterday at 1:30pm
when I got the opportunity to connect with 28 students of 4th Semester
MBA 2022 batch of my alma mater (SSSIHL) and share my learnings on
the application of BA (Business Analysis) through a real-life case study.
All these happened yesterday afternoon on 5th March 2022 and today,
the very next day, I'm getting a chance to hear this bhajan (Maa, Mere
Sai, Tere Aangan Mein Main Kab Aaoon) at around 10am. What is HIS
message? Here is my interpretation for my own spiritual growth. Don’t
get settled at this. Get over it. The next journey has already started, the
journey to pine for that experience of HIS love which can be acquired
only by loving and serving HIS creation. Let this cycle continue and I
know YOU are always beside me to balance it out.
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God 1s only our
True Friend

Ms Subhashree Patra
Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar

Man is the Embodiment of Divine love. The whole world is the
creation of God. All the living beings including animals, birds, insects are
the creation of God.

We are so fortunate that we are all born as men and also born in

the Golden Era whenSri Sathya Sai Baba is our mata, pita, guru, bandhu,
sakha and everything. To get God as our friend, the important thing is
to“Love All Serve All "'. When we can do this, then we can easily get our
true Friend and the grace of God which is our true happiness.
God is Hero, while the whole world is Zero. So, we should make friends
with that super hero. That is only the divine love which is selfless and
pure. When we have such friends, we should be free from fear in any
difficulty.

We know friends come and go, but a true friend(God) never leaves
you alone.

Who is a friend? Today’s friends move around as long as there is
position, wealth, and health. In true sense those are not our friends. A
friend who is pure, selfless, ego-less, is God alone. We will not suffer
when we take God as our friend. Worldly friends may leave at times but
the Lord is a friend who is “in you, above you, below you and all around
you” and protects you at all times and under all circumstances. Hence
God is the only true friend.

“Ekam sat viprah bahuda vadanti'' Truth is only one but appears in
many ways. “Ekam sat mitraa bahuda vadanti!” There is only one truth
and only one friend i.e. God,who is the true friend. Worldly friends
cannot be called true friends. Today's friends may become enemies
tomorrow, but God will never become our enemy. God does not have
enmity with anyone. God is our dearest friend.
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Example: When a pond is full of water so many frogs will gather
there but when the pond becomes dry not even a single frog is seen
there. When a pot is dipped into water, there is water in the pot as well
as outside the pot. Similarly, God is not only in you but also above you,
below you and behind you, all around you.

Swami says: Friends take a vital role in our life. We should be
friends with good people. Example: When an iron rod is kept on fire, it
gets hot and the heat is everywhere; it is present in the rod as well as in
the fire. In the same way, the same God is everywhere;the whole world is
surrounded by Him.Man, starting from his birth,is makings friendship
with allbut not with God. Friendship is not merely making friends, but
also having to unite our words, thoughts and deeds.

If we surrender ourselves at the Lotus Feet of God, then no other
thing is required, we can get everything. He is God, He is the protector,
He shows us the right path, He is our best friend and is everything.

Who loves you? Your mother, father, wife, husband, or son - all of
them love you, but there is some trace of selfishness and self-interest.
God alone loves you with no self-interest. He does not expect anything in
return for His friendship. He does not receive anything from anyone. He
only gives and gives but never takes.

Friendship between Krishna and Sudama is the best example of
true friendship. Only God can give us this type of friendship. Swami says
once you call Him as your friend. He will be with you always. He will
hold your hand and walk with you.

What is the use of this life if we don’t have any relationship with
God? Uniting with God is True friendship. If wesurrender to him our
journey will be too easy...In Bhaja Govindam Saint Sankaracharya says:
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“Punarapi jananam, punarapi Maranam,Punarapi Janani Jathare
Sayanam
Samprapte Sannihita kale Nahi nahi rakshyati Dukrung Karane."

This is the birth and death cycle; the Grammar of Panini will not
help you to escape from this cycle. Only true friends,i.e. God alone can
help you escape from this cycle.

“Asatoma SadGamaya; Tamaso Ma jyotirgamaya; Mrityor Maa
Amrutam Gamaya"

Oh Lord! Please lead me to truth from ignorance, lead me to light
from darkness and lead me to immortality from death.
Thus should we always pray to our eternal and true friend.
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Refleclions

Sri P. Rama Krishna
Mumbai

Pondered I have often

My messiah does not speak

Yet in His silence

There is so much He says

About those drifts and sways

Of faith devoid of persistence

A voice inner that I don’t heed

Yet hope do I not His return
Though absent is the pang that burn
The need and its earnest plead
Spent now are my nights and days
In this world of pretence

And so growing is this decadence
The feeling of oneness seldom stays
Pondered I have often

My messiah does not speak

Yet in his silence

There is so much he says
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He Prana Sakha Bhagwan

Dr. Debasmita Subhadarsini Asha
Sundergarh

Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink! Likewise, life is
becoming so uneasy amidst the chaos of frenemy. Eyes were becoming
exasperated, observing the beauty of castor oil faces all around. Mind is
getting suffocated with Pollyannaism. Soul is getting strangled with
worldly desires. And I myself became strained, how to lead a life of
value- life in such a baleful environment? That's why I decided to
remain alone. I decided to enjoy the melancholy of Solitude.

But after a few days, I realised that I was getting bored with the
company of solitude. Literally my heart was desperate not to beat in the
form of 'LubDub... Pause'; rather to beat in the rhythm of amigo. As a
divine mother, she knows everything about her child and the reason
behind all my pain and sorrows. How could a mother be so reticent after
knowing the throbbing pain of her child? Then she descends down into
the earthly sphere for the upliftment of humanity. I heard that echo in
the dusk of recession: "Tell me all your secrets and let me keep them
with me. Accept me as your best friend and be assured that I will always
be there in clear skies or when dark stormy clouds come your way. I will
not only hear you but always rescue you from all your faults. Do not let
another to come between you and me, for no one's loyalty compares to
mine. No one's hold can give you strength and no one can ever give you
love like mine...”

Literally, my eyes were filled with tears listening to the depth of the
divine master's voice. Then I took a step forward and put my hands in
his hands. I can't even imagine how tender they were as a new born
child’s or like petals of a rose. This was just like a dream come true. And
from that moment. I have never even thought of any other hands to hold
on to, rather to hold those divine hands more tightly till the last breath
of my life. This is how I felt the warmth of proximity with Swamy!
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Then I got the courage to accept the reality of life. One day I will
die; my loved ones will cry for a while and move on. Friends will post my
picture with written heart touching messages and move on too. Someone
will be pretending to tell me why they all really love me. My partner will
crywhen our memories come up and move on too. My Facebook and
Instagram friends will miss me and my inbox will be full of unread
messages and in a short time everyone will move on. The world will be
shining without me because my life chapter will be closed forever. The
companionship of father, mother, partner, friends and relatives is only
up to the graveyard. But after that a new journey will begin in which God
will be our only friend.

To lead a meaningful life, neither the journey nor the destination
is important; rather the bestever company counts. I feel really blessed to
be in the folds of my pranasakha! His healing touch has transformed my
life completely. That Dibya Sparsh made my life even more blissful and
colourful.

"Tu nahin toh mein nahin
Mere bhagwan mein nahin
Tere charanon mein koti pranam
Mere jeewan hain tere hi naam...'
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Not so long back was I blessed with this serene dream,
where it was me wondering at His magnificent gleam!

I had never heard of this place before,

Wondered if this is what they call the Neverland

But the joy that spontaneously sublimed my concern -
was the fact that My Orange Buddy held my hand...

Merrily I trotted on those grains of sand, with Him by my side...
And innocently whispered as we both marched stride after stride.

"Swami.... Swami! Why don't you ever talk to me any time?
for all these summers that I have lived... Tell me what's my crime?"

"Aiyo bangaru!" He smiled " That is no way near the fact!
In fact, every time you seek Me, rest assured, I never retract"

"When you are hurt by even your own actions, for you I weep
through those raindrops from the clouds, as and when they sleep.

When I sense the joy around with that smile you bring,
I ask the little birds to tweet for you throughout the spring

Eagerly and Eternally, I wait for you to come to me,

so that without any further delay I can lift you in my arms...

But then you never even look at me, never even think of me...

but you rush to everyone else, I am left wondering - what’s their charm?
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Amidst the beauty of nature, I saved wisdom for you to learn...
those telling you what to give up and what you should really look to
earn.

Then We could merrily play in this vast playground of Life
Away from all worries of the world, without any din.

For every game that we play, for every race that We run
I shall crown Myself Victorious every single time when you win !!"

"Swami!" I cried...

"My ignorance is crushed; the gates to you have opened"

You do it so easily - with your endless Love as a mighty Ram...
So what if my eyes can’t see you by my side...

My heart has already seen

That You are as close to me, as I Myself am!

Today at thy Lotus feet I humbly fall...

Bless me Oh Dearest Lord for The Life that I should lead...
I promise it’ll be only for you, breath by breath, deed by deed

Bless me so my Orange Buddy..."
Like a proud mother, one day even You shall exclaim with profound joy

And to say to all those deities serving you up there in heaven,
“See that kid there? That’s My boy”
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A Divine Rhythm!

Ms Sai Subhalaxmi Acharya
Jagatsinghpur

When we feel the moment of happiness and strength, there always
seems to be pleasure in seeking inner peace. And that has to blossom
through divinity. The purpose orthe goal of the self is the journey of I to
WE to HE.

Humble salutations at Bhagawan's Lotus feet, who paved my path
to show the way to that inner divinity with HIS divine love and care. If
we think for a second, where do our thoughts lead us? Do theyendow us
with a sense of gratitude- the gratitude for achieving whatever success
we have and what that success is about? The success isgetting
intimations of Divinity. To find the divinity we need to strive towards it
and perceive it in each of us and in all things. Life is actually meant for
seeking the Divine The purpose of our birth is to achieve divine
consciousness. We have come on earth as a mere creature in order to rise
above it and attain supreme and unalloyed bliss.

Oh man! I believe our only purpose of existence is to serve with a
divine attitude, to purify the monkey mind and to attain bliss.
Believe to follow...

Start the day with love

Fill the day with love

Live the day with love

End the day with Love

This is the best way to reach God.

That's divinity! Have full trust in HIM. Rest in peace. All cares, worries,
anxieties, tribulations and egoistic efforts will terminate now itself. Yes,

DIBYA SPARSHA | 50




if we think for a moment practically, earthly desires do exist,
butdevotion and earthly desires cannot go together. They are like light
and darkness. To achieve the divinity in the self, we need to touch the
goodness around us. That's why Swami says: Do Good, Be Good and See
Good.” What's that good? Good actions, good conduct and good thoughts
which will lead to divinity.

To traverse the path of divinity, it is essential tofollow the way of
Sravanam, Mananam and Nidhidhyasanam. If we are true devotees,
let us examine ourselves how long we have been listening to Swami’s
discourses? Years have gone by. To what extent have wedone actual
practices? What is the use of merely listening? Is it not all a waste?
Hunger can be appeased only whenthe cooked food is eaten. In fact, only
the devotee who practises what he has learnt is a true devotee.

It's a long journey to cover..The Aim of Life... is attainment of
Divinity.

If we carry out the injunctions of the Divine, all will be well. We can
reach the Divinity within ifwe will to follow HIS divine plans.

He alone is the Master. Follow the Master.
Seeking Bhagawan's immense blessings to guide us to receive HIS
divine touch.
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End of Education is Character.
Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba

Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisations, Odisha

www.srisathyasaiodisha.org




